
Me and I
People often use I when they should use me, “Would you give Sarah
and I an early alarm call?” The easy way to get this right is to
remove the other person from the sentence to see if it sounds
correct.
Would you give Sarah and me an early alarm call?
Sarah and I would like an early alarm call.

Practice or Practise
Practice is a noun and practise is the verb.
Practice makes perfect.
The therapist set up his practice in Dundalk.
You need to practise your tennis every day.
She is practising her culinary skills.

Seen and done
I seen and I done are both incorrect.
I saw the whole thing.
I have seen the evidence.
I did my assignment.
I have done my assignment.

Than and then
Than is used to compare two or more things. Then is a time
different from now, the next step and in if-then sentence
constructions.
That explanation is much clearer than this one.
She was far more coherent then.
Start with the research question and then move onto the lit review.
If we begin now then we will be finished by the deadline.

There, Their, They’re
There is an impersonal adverb: There are notes on Moodle.

Their is a possessive adjective – belonging to them. Their

presentation was really professional.

They’re is a contraction of They are: They’re going to be a bit late for

class.
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Avoid common spelling/word misuse.

Accept or Except
Accept is to agree to. Except is the exclusion of.
I accept your proposal.
They all agreed except John.
Everyone can accept the invitation to the party except for Sean.

Advice or Advise
Advice is a recommendation or opinion. Advise is to offer
information on a particular topic.
My advice to you is to make sure you study hard at college.
I advise you to take your time over this assignment.
I would advise her to accept the advice she was given

Affect or Effect
Affect is a verb meaning to cause something to happen. Effect is a
noun which is the result of having happened.
Your ability to communicate will affect your grades.
The effect of advertising on levels of consumer spending is widely

reported.

“How often misused words generate misleading thoughts.”

Herbert Spencer

Composed of or Comprise
Comprise means to consist of or be composed of (contains).
Composed of means to make up the constituent parts of (to make
up). Parts compose the whole, and the whole comprises the parts
(you cannot say is comprised of).
The report is composed of ten sections.
The report comprises ten sections.
The United States comprises 50 states.
Fifty states compose the United States.

Could of/Could have, Would of/Would have, Should of/Should
have
Could of, would of and should of are all incorrect. They arise

from writing down the contraction of could have, would have

and should have as it sounds when it is spoken – Could’ve,

Would’ve, Should’ve.

I could have taken longer to present my case properly. I could’ve

taken longer to present my case properly. (Do not use the contraction

in your academic writing).

Enquiry or Inquiry

Both of these are correct. However, English (U.K./Irish) uses

‘E’ while English (U.S.) favours ‘I’. (If you use the English (U.S.)

spelling you should apply this to all your spellings). When

talking of investigations English (U.K./Irish) uses inquiry.

I would like to enquire about the text book for sale.

The Gardaí are holding an official inquiry into the event.

I before E except after C the E comes first.

Believe, Chief, Achieve

Ceiling, Deceit, Receive, Perceive

Female/Male and Women/Men

Female/Male are adjectives used to describe gender, they

must not be used as nouns (unless you are discussing

nature/animals). Women/Men are nouns.

Female and male students have different experiences in college.

Men and women have different experiences in college.

The females lay their eggs in spring, while the males provide a

constant watch over the nest.

It’s and Its
It’s is a contraction of it is or it has. Its is a possessive
pronoun.
It’s not all your fault.
It’s been an incredibly long semester.
The product and its benefits appealed to the target market.


